
ASA Sociologists’ LGBT Caucus Business Meeting 

Monday August 24, 2015 from 6:30- 8:15 

Agenda 

Welcome and Introductions 

Approval of minutes: Clare Forstie moved, Jaime Hartless seconded, approved 

Chair’s Report 

• Session next year: ideas for sessions should be drafted (ideally) and submitted to the new 
Chair, Jaime Hartless. In the past, we’ve cosponsored sessions (as distinct from 
workshops, described below) with a variety of sections.  

Treasurers’ Report 

• Report is attached 

Report from Committee on the Status Representative (Kim Davies and Tom Waidzunas) 

• Need recommendations for next year on the Committee; Ashley Currier and Kim Davies 
will be reaching out for recommendations 

• Grad student position(s) on the Committee: grad students are encouraged to volunteer 
o Volunteers: 

§ Shantel Buggs 
§ Spencer Garrison 

• Bathrooms: there are ongoing issues with bathroom signage and usage at ASA 
o Items discussed: 

§ Maybe produce our own placards 
§ Are there enough bathrooms? 
§ Signage ideas include: all-gender bathroom access language, signage, 

covering outside signs and directional signs, or “gender inclusive,” fully 
cover signage, including one-sentence explanation of why it was important 
(from Southerns – Shawn Trivette) 

§ Add to the app and the official program (something about the bathroom 
policy and where bathrooms are located) 

§ Establish statement from the Caucus to give to Committee explaining the 
problem 

§ Some of these things could be added to contract negotiations 
o Pee in Peace Committee formed to work through these ideas: Dan Schermond, 

Enku Ide, Jaime Hartless 



• How did we get this time and space? Requested not to conflict. Perhaps the Committee 
can help us with this. 

Old Business: 

1. Award in the name of Tim Ortyl: following last year’s survey, a majority of respondents from 
the Caucus agreed that an award should be established in Tim Ortyl’s name. An ad hoc 
committee was formed to develop a proposal for the award, led by Shawn Trivette and Jessica 
Penwell Barnett.  

2. Newsletter: discussed whether to resurrect a Caucus newsletter, and there was general interest 
in the group. Dan Schermond volunteered to put together a newsletter for the Caucus in the 
coming year, to be circulated before the next ASA meeting. The following ideas were suggested: 

• Caucus members presenting – what sessions 
• What’s happening in the lives of the Caucus members 
• Reflection on being LGBTQ in academia 
• Local correspondent – highlights for local site 

New Business: 

1. Operating Budget  
a. Use $ for reception co-sponsoring? (Shawn Trivette moved, Clare Forstie seconded, 

approved) Not bringing a large new group – try out for next year, with sexualities 
section, offer $150-$300, use survey results (Clare Forstie moved, Jaimie Morse 
seconded, approved) 

b. Lunch meeting instead 
2. Elections 

a. Chair – Shantel Buggs 
b. Secretary/Treasurer – Spencer Garrison 
c. Social Event Coordinator – Jaimie Morse 

3. Representative on the Martin Levine Dissertation Award – a Caucus representative may 
serve as a representative on the Martin Levine Dissertation Award Committee. The Caucus 
passed a motion that the representative should be a past Chair, unless the past Chair is a 
graduate student, in which case, the Chair may solicit volunteers (Shawn Trivette motioned, 
Dan Schermond seconded)  

a. Question: need to amend bylaws to add this duty to past Chair? To be researched (by 
Chair?) 

4. Ideas for professional workshop 2017 
a. Local activist liaison? Staying engaged beyond 
b. Work and activism balance 
c. Cancelled workshop from last year 



d. Panel with intersections of identities  
5. Volunteers to reach out to sections with ideas for sessions:  

a. Michael Yarbrough, Law Section (after marriage LGBTQ politics, but could be other 
sections) 

b. Shawn Trivette, teaching & learning section, teaching queer identities and methods 
(Simone) 

c. From Sexualities section business meeting: carceral sexualities, LGBT identity 
movements, asexualities, allyship, celibacy 

d. Jen Rosen: LGBT rights/development, foreign aid/development aid, LGBT issues 
(Michael) 

e. Michael Yarbroug, ACT-UP, QueerNation, memory, direct action 
f. Human Rights Section – Jaimie Morse, also SKAT 

  



ASA Sociologists’ LGBT Caucus Business Meeting 
Monday August 24, 2015 from 6:30- 8:15 

Treasurer’s/Secretary’s Report 
Clare Forstie 

 
Current balance from dues payments, as of August 20, 2015: $534.78 
 
This includes:  

• 20 payments from Tenure-Track faculty (+2 duplicate payments applied to next year) 
• 18 payments from non-Tenure-Track faculty (+2 duplicate payments applied to next 

year) 
• A $100 donation from Harrington Park Press 
• A $25 and $10 payment 
• Not included in our total is $30.22 in fees to Paypal this year. 

 
In addition: 

• We’re awaiting a check for $811.25 from an old Caucus account. 
• This brings our total to $1,346.03 
• I have withdrawn $275.00 in cash to use for our reception, and I’ll deposit any remaining 

funds back into the account. 
 
For next year, we can expect that we’ll receive slightly less in Caucus dues payments, given that 
some of the duplicate payments from last year will be forwarded. However, dues payments also 
depend on whether folks feel that they benefit from membership in the Caucus. Decisions this 
year 
 
In terms of secretarial duties, I set up our new (free) website, 
https://lgbtqcaucus.wordpress.com/, although I haven’t updated it with news throughout the year. 
We should consider how we want to use the website, going forward. In the first year, as of 
August 20th, the site has garnered 409 unique visitors and 695 page views. 
 
I’ve also sent along a couple of job announcements and other events sent to the Caucus email 
address. We should decide how we’d like to continue using the website, Facebook group, and 
listserv (Google group) for communication, going forward. Should we keep doing what we’re 
doing, or shift to more regular contact? How should we encourage members to use the tools we 
have? 
 


